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The 3 cornerstones of beginning reading:
1. Letter Knowledge

• Recognition
• Naming
• Consonants/Vowels 

2. Awareness of the Sound Structure of Language: Phonological Awareness 
• Words
• Syllables
• Onset/Rime
• Rhyming words
• Phonemes 

3. Text Awareness
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Two Aspects of Language
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Meaning
• Vocabulary Knowledge
• Prior Knowledge
• Background Knowledge

Sound Structure-Awareness of:
• Words
• Syllables
• Onset-Rimes
• Rhyming words
• Phonemes 
[Phonological Awareness]



Phonological Awareness: 
Awareness of Sounds in Spoken Language

https://dryicons.com
/icon/megaphone-
icon-6488
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Can detect
and 

manipulate
spoken 
sounds.

https://www.readin
grockets.org/strateg
ies/blending_games
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Extensive exposure to
rhymes and alliterative 

stories

https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/blend
ing_games
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Books that 
Support

Phonological 
Awareness
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”Most preschoolers love to play games with 
sounds and with rhyming words, and indeed, 
much of the humor in books geared to this age 
level exploits the young child’s fascination with 
rhyme. Three- and four-year-olds derive great 
glee from hearing and repeating sounds: for 
example, …Hickory, dickory dock, the mouse 
ran up the clock.” p. 113

“Sensitivity to rhyme implies an awareness that 
words can be broken down into smaller 
segments of sound and that different words may 
have a sound in common; it is a very early 
indicator of getting ready to read.” p. 113
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”Dyslexic children, on the other hand, have 
trouble penetrating the sound structure of 
words and pulling words apart. As a result, 
they are less sensitive to rhyme.” p. 113

“Children’s familiarity with nursery rhymes 
turns out to be a strong predictor of their 
later success in reading.” p. 113

”Regardless of intelligence or family 
circumstances, children who were the most 
familiar with nursery rhymes were the top 
readers three years later.” p. 113



Phonological Awareness
at the word level

is the ability to hear and distinguish 
words in a spoken sentence.

https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/blendi
ng_games
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Beginning at 
the Beginning

Words in Spoken 
Sentences

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHn2QuDxOug
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Phonological Awareness
at the syllable level

is the ability to detect syllables in 
spoken words.

https://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/blen
ding_games
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Beginning at 
the Beginning

What are Syllables?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Um7ukvphdHY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8n1HacEzms


Phonological Awareness
at the onsets & rimes level

is the ability to detect, blend, and 
segment the onsets & rimes in words.

https://www.readingrockets.org/article/develop
ment-phonological-skills
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Beginning at 
the Beginning

What is Onset-Rime?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-vj1E6pS_w
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Beginning at 
the Beginning

Syllables and Onset-
Rimes Activities

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8n1HacEzms
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8n1HacEzms


Phonological Awareness Develops 
Through:

• Exposure to oral rhyming and alliteration
• Hearing and playing with words in 

sentences.
• Detecting and manipulating syllables.
• Detecting and manipulating onsets & 

rimes.colorful-wrapped-gift-box-icon-red-bow-colorful-
wrapped-gift-box-icon-presents-decoration-flat-
design-christmas-surprise-bow-138984165.jpg

Wrap Up
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Recommendations:
1. Visit the Links on The Dyslexia Initiative website.

2. Talk, Read, Sing.
• Nursery Rhymes

• Poetry

• Alliterative stories

3. Play Word, Syllable, and Onset & Rime games.

Parent Session 8
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Upcoming Schedule

Parent Session 9, 02/23/2021
Phonological Awareness:
• Rhyming words
• Phoneme Awareness
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Chat
•Get to know each other

•Make comments

• Ask questions
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http://clipart-
library.com/people-
talking-cliparts.html

http://clipart-library.com/people-talking-cliparts.html

